TOWN OF CONCORD
SELECT BOARD
AGENDA
APRIL 30, 2020
4:00PM
CONFERENCE CALL

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Call to Order
Town Manager Update
Certificate regarding intended use of land purchase (Emerson land)
Certificate of Useful Life of purchased equipment
Concord Town History & Guide Training Class Graduates
Miscellaneous Correspondence
Adjourn

From: Mark Gailus <mark_gailus@yahoo.com>
Date: Thursday, April 30, 2020 at 2:24 PM
To: Concord Public Info <publicinfo@concordma.gov>, Michael Lawson
<mlawson@concordma.gov>
Cc: Health Department <healthdepartment@concordma.gov>
Subject: To: Concord Select Board Meeting April 30, 2020
Dear Members of the Select Board,

Would you consider some regulations regarding how many trucks and other
related equipment can be parked at a construction or renovation site at one
time? I am concerned that large numbers of trucks and people going in and
out on narrow residential streets may be increasing residents' (and workers')
exposure to the Coronavirus, including by raising dust that spreads widely
and does not settle quickly.
I have seen this happening in various locations in Town, including our
neighborhood.
Would you consider requiring that workers, whether in construction, or in
lawn services, wear masks while outdoors? Last week I witnessed an out of
town lawn care company working locally -- 5 people were blowing leaves plus
two others working or supervising, all within the same 20 by 20 foot area -and none of them were wearing masks.
Would you consider a temporary ban on use of leaf blowers? I am concerned
that the typical 100 mile per hour wind stream they create can further
extend the range of any contaminated droplets from anyone in the
immediate area, as well as creating new droplets from what would otherwise
stay harmlessly on the ground where we would not breathe it in. (By the
way, this same concern applies to diseases such as tularemia that could be
present on the ground from animal droppings and are made airborn by
hurricane force leaf blowers.) As weather becomes drier and more people of
all ages are outside, I think that this is a serious problem. In dry weather I
have seen clouds of dust from aggressive leaf blowing travel dozens of yards
without settling.
Are you considering a general requirement that masks be worn by all
individuals when on residential streets or in town centers etc.?
Thank you very much.
Keep well,
Mark Gailus
62 Prescott Road

From: Ellen Emerson <ellen.emerson@yahoo.com>
Sent: Sunday, April 26, 2020 5:28 PM
To: concord@wickedlocal.com
Cc: Michael Lawson; Terri Ackerman; jescobedo@concordma.gov; Jane Hotchkiss; Susan Bates;
Stephen Crane
Subject: Letter to the Editor re: COVID19 and Concord Community

Dear Editor,
We've been following Town Updates of COVID19
on the concordma.gov. site. They stress the
importance of social distancing, and give good guidelines
for keeping our community safe. They are succinct
and well-written, focusing always on our community
as a whole.
But on April 23, a very different message came
from the Town, a 'Statement of the Select Board'.
The Statement expresses the Select Board's concern
with private landowners closing access to their private
land because social distancing measures by the public
were not being followed on their land.
The landowners took action to protect the community
by closing their land, just as the Town takes action to
protect the community by closing public land.
The private land involved is the subject of a lawsuit initiated by the
Select Board. The Statement of the Select Board makes far more
allegations relevant to its lawsuit than it does to the importance of
all of us taking whatever measures are needed,
private or public, to protect the health and safety
of our community during the COVID crisis.
We find it very disturbing that the Select Board used its
April 23 Statement as a forum to further its claims about
a legal matter unrelated to the public safety at this time.
Particularly disturbing is the insinuation that there are
'permitted recreational purposes' available to the public
on the private land, and the statement that 'the Town will
not take action to prevent the public from using' the private
land for 'permitted recreational purposes." There are no
permitted recreational purposes on that private land.

Unless the Town's claim of 'public access' to that
land is decided in the Town's favor by the Court, that land has
no public access. It now is rightfully controlled and managed
by its landowners.
Ellen Emerson and Bruce Kohler
Monument Street

From: Lansing Old <tenblackcormorants@yahoo.com>
Sent: Sunday, April 26, 2020 6:11 PM
To: Stephen Crane; Susan Bates; Jane Hotchkiss; Michael Lawson; Terri Ackerman; Linda Escobedo
Subject: Re: Statement of the Select Board 4/23/2020
SB/ Town Manger,
Concord keeps claiming it has a case, it needs to save this asset at all cost, yet where is the evidence you
have a case? Where is the accountability to the tax payers your intentions have merit? Show us one
document, show us a plan, a budget. Give us a reason to agree with your Statements, give us something
besides your reactions to citizen complaint.
Lansing Old Lowell Road
Sent from my iPhone
On Apr 26, 2020, at 2:22 PM, Lansing Old <tenblackcormorants@yahoo.com> wrote:
To Town Government,
There are numerous misrepresentations of what is factual and what is legal in your language presented to
Concord residents. While you suggest the public and yourselves are acting with lawful authority in
actuality you are inciting public discord.
Town government is to be non-partisan, to hold a standard of equal treatment under our laws, to keep the
peace between those who disagree.
There is no documentation to substantiate your claim Estabrook Trail, has ever been or, is a road.
The land beneath The Trail and all abutting lands you have acknowledged to be private. Each landowner
has a right to protect his land as Massachusetts’ private property rights grant.
Being the Plaintiff in your law suit places the burden of proof upon yourselves to prove Estabrook Trail
abutters are acting illegally by denying access as trespassers refuse to follow simple rules and regulations,
also allowed by MA private property rights.
The landowners are only doing what they feel is safe for themselves and the land they own.
This is their right.
In witnessing Concord’s history of a lifetime I am convinced to be a resident is to be honorable, is to be
fair, is to be above judgement until this access issue is resolved. To side with public outcry now is to undo
all of what Concord stands for.
Lansing Old

Sent from my iPhone

From: Peter Gifford <plgiff@aol.com>
Sent: Friday, April 24, 2020 6:00 PM
To: finance mail; Stephen Crane
Cc: Michael Lawson; Jane Hotchkiss; Terri Ackerman; Linda Escobedo; Susan Bates
Subject: Tax payment though
Dear all,
I know this is going to sound like a far reaching thought, but has the town considered, given the
current unprecedented economic stress on many people, of allowing the real estate property taxes that are
due on the first of May, to be paid in two different installments? One on the first of May, and the other half
due maybe in July. This may ease the impact on many citizen's budget requirements.
Along with this, is there any opportunity to lower the tax rate so as to lessen the burden on those
budgets?
Every body is throttling their spending obviously due to incomes falling way off, and maybe it is time
for the town to rein in its budget. It is probably way to late for any of these ideas simply because they all
would have to go through some endless appropriation/legal course before they could be implemented. But
who knows, sometimes when things really need to be done, there are ways to make them happen.
Speaking of budget cuts, one place for sure that tax dollars could be saved/reduced is by dismissing
article #28 on the warrant for this year. Asking for $848,410.00 for a parking lot at CCHS for 130 (mostly
student) cars is completely gilding the lily! There is a very good bus system that we all are paying for
anyway and that should be the only needed
expenditure related to mobility. Bicycles still work!
The town truly needs to become more careful with regards to its allocation of budget requests. Not
every citizen in this town has deeply padded bank accounts. And this year some are going to be truly living
close to the wire.
I appreciate you at least taking the time to read this correspondence and it would be great to hear back
from members of the boards or Mr. Crane himself.
Thankyou all,
Peter Gifford
1171 Monument Street

On Apr 24, 2020, at 12:34 PM, Kevin Strauss <marketing@gogovapps.com> wrote:
Hi Jane,
My name is Kevin Strauss and I was hoping you could point me in the right
direction...
I work with a number of Towns providing CRM 311 Mobile apps to help manage
citizen complaints, work orders and improve citizen satisfaction.
I was hoping to schedule a call with the right person to discuss ways that we might
be able to help save time & operate more efficiently. In the meantime, here is some
information on our service…
GORequest by GOGov
Best Regards,
Kevin Strauss

