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    TOWN OF CONCORD 
    Concord Public Works 

133 Keyes Road ~ Concord, MA ~ 01742 
    Phone ~ 978.318.3206 
     
 
 
 
November 3, 2020 
 
 
Reformatory Branch Trail Maintenance 
C/O David Manugian, DPW Director 
Town of Bedford Department of Public Works 
314 The Great Road 
Bedford, MA 01730 
 
Re: Minuteman Bikeway Extension, Bedford, MA 
 Transportation Improvements Project 
 MassDOT Project File Number 607738 
 Connection to Concord 
 
Dear Mr. Manugian,  

The Town of Concord recognizes the regional significance of the Minuteman Bikeway Trail and 
supports the Town of Bedford’s work to extend the paved trail to the Concord Town line.  Concord 
also supports Bedford’s intent to provide a grade separated crossing to convey the trail underneath 
Concord Road (also known as State-numbered Route 62), which would allow users to more safely 
and comfortably connect to the existing unpaved Reformatory Branch Trail that continues into 
Concord Center.   
 
In order to establish and maintain connectivity of the trail systems between the towns, the Town of 
Concord plans on continuing its maintenance of the Reformatory Branch Trail as a multi-use, all 
season recreational trail.   The Town of Concord looks forward to continued collaboration with the 
Town of Bedford on this important regional corridor for pedestrians and bicyclists of both towns.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Alan H. Cathcart  
Director  
 
 
Cc:  Stephen Crane, Concord Town Manager  

Marcia Rasmussen, Concord Director of Planning & Land Management 
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The former railroad 
ROW is adjacent to  

swampland, protected 
habitat and nearby 

residential 
neighborhoods



THE REFORMATORY BRANCH TRAIL

 PROVIDES SAFE, COMFORTABLE  ACCESS TO CONCORD CENTER 
BY FOOT, BIKE AND OTHER CARBON-FREE MOBILITY MODES FOR 
ADULTS AND CHILDREN

 IMPROVEMENT ALIGNS WITH OUR CLIMATE ACTION GOALS 
 IMPROVEMENTS TO GRADING, DRAINAGE AND SURFACE 

CONDITIONS MAY BE ACCOMPLISHED WITHOUT ASPHALT OR 
OTHER PAVING

 WILDLIFE HABITAT MUST AND WILL BE PROTECTED
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The RBT needs help in the 21st Century
Trail Conditions & Hazards

 Muddy, poorly stabilized trail surface

 Poor drainage in various sections

 Trees and metal hatches present in the trailbed

 Cracked, steep drop-off at Treatment Plant Road

 Grades too steep, trail conditions poor for persons with 
mobility challenges
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THE RBT TODAY
STEEP DROP OFF – ERODED 

SLOPE
MUDDY, SLIPPERY SLOPES 
WITH TREES IN THE TRAIL

5



THE RBT ISN’T ACCESSIBLE AND SAFE IN PLACES
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WALDEN STREET, 
CONCORD, MA
STABILIZED SURFACE 
ACCESSIBLE TRAIL –

DCR RESERVATION

ADJACENT TO WALDEN 
POND
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CONSTRUCTION OF THE RBT IN BEDFORD IS SCHEDULED TO COMMENCE 
IN 2024  - BRINGING BIKES AND PEDS TO CONCORD

PUBLIC FORUMS AND THE FEASIBILTY STUDY PROCESS PROVIDES THE 
OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL CONCORD RESIDENTS TO PARTICIPATE

FUNDING IS NECESSARY TO HAVE A ROBUST PLANNING PROCESS; 
FUNDING IS AVAILABLE THROUGH ALREADY APPROPRIATED FUNDS, 
CURRENT STATE GRANTS, AND NEW FUNDS FROM THE 2021 FEDERAL 
INFRASTRUCTURE BILL SPECIFICALLY FOCUSED ON ‘ACTIVE 
TRANSPORTATION NETWORKS’ …

… BUT THE TOWN MUST DEMONSTRATE COMMITMENT
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LET’S MAKE THE RBT SAFE AND ACCESSIBLE FOR ALL!
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