]""lr:.-w to {: reate a Rain Gardc:n

Designing and planting a rain garden is
much like creating any other perennial
garden, with a few unigue differences.

*

The garden must be located where runoff
can be diverted into it, at least 10 fest away
from building foundations and septic sys-
fems.

& shallow, saucer-shaped depression is cre-
ated in the gardan to hold rain as it soaks in.
The garden should b about 20-30% of the
area from which it is receiving runoff.

Soil replacement and additional preparaticns
are sometimes needed for success. A good
soil mix for rain gardens is 50-60% sand,
20-30% topsail, and 20-30% compost.

Species of perennial plants and shrubs na-
tive to our region are recommanded, as they
‘are adapted to local conditions and will not
nesd extra cara once they are established.
Flant flood tolerant species n the center and
drought tolerant ones around the edgas.
Barry-bearing and nectar-producing plants
attract and nourish wildlife.

& mulch of shredded hardwood is an integral
part of your rain garden. It keeps the soil
maist and ready to soak up rain, and makes
your garden low-maintenance.

Did You Know?  The average home raof is | 300
square feet and generates 837 pallons of runoff during
a single [ rainfall event.

Rain Garden Resources

Mew England Wikdflower Sociaty:

hittpcifwew . newls. org/publications-and-rescurces/rain-

gardens.himil

URI| Healthy Landscapes:
wwrw.ur . edufceshealthylandzcapes/raingarden . him

University of Connecticut Extension Service:

wiww_sustainability. ueon.adu'paliralngardenbrach. pdf

Matural Resources Consarvation Service:

w3 mres. Lisda govifeaturesiraingardens. htrmi
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Broad Meadow Brook Conservation Center
And Wildlife Sanctuary
414 Massasolt Road
Worcesber, MA 01604

Fhane: S08-753-6087
Fao: 508-755-0144
www massaudubon.org
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What is a Rain (Garden?

A rainganden

‘ The rain garden captures roof runoff frem three down
TI-": Ra.ln Gardcn =k Bmd Mm&m spours, and a barrel caprures the fourth, Ve use

E)r{lnk Cﬂn.'imatinn Cc.nﬁ:r water from the rain barrel to irrig NECEss

We chase a variety of native planes that previde coler and interest throughout the grewing seasen. They praduce
nectar and berries to attrace wildlife such as butrerflies, hummingbirds, cedar warxwings and winter rabins.

Plant List:

Shrubs: Perennials: Mass Audubon s a lead partner in the B e River
Sweet Pepperbush Crevarf Aster ion (BRC}) and the Campaign for a Fishable/
Dogwood Swamp Milloweed Swimmable Blackstone River by 2015, Al
Shamrack Inkberry Joe Pye Weed per's wabery

Winterberry Coneflower

Gro-Low Sumac Blazing Sear

Lowhush Blueberey Beebalm

Highbush Blueberry Blaclkeyed Susan ity

Diwarf Fothergilla Crested Iris :

Slender Deurzia Feamflower The

Patantiila farrow

Sea Crats
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emember that anything chat enters a storm drain in the

untreated inta the




