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AUTHORIZE NEW MIDDLE SCHOOL NAMING — NAME THE NEW CONCORD MIDDLE
SCHOOL ELLEN GARRISON MIDDLE SCHOOL  ARTICLE 22.

Mr. Palumbo and Ms. Foncerrada move that the Town ask the
School Committee to name the publicly financed and owned
property currently being built at 923 Old Marlboro Road in
Concord, MA.

as ELLEN GARRISON MIDDLE SCHOOL.
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AUTHORIZE NEW MIDDLE SCHOOL TO BE NAMED
ELLEN GARRISON MIDDLE SCHOOL ...

Ellen Garrison was born in Concord, Massachusetts , daughter and grand daughter of
enslaved men. Her Grandfather Cesar Robbins was a Patriot of Color who stood at the
Old North Bridge.

Ellen attended and graduated Concord Public Schools and spent her life as an educator
teaching the formerly enslaved . Almost a century before Rosa Parks, Ellen became one
of the first African Americans in the United States to challenge the legitimacy of the
Civil Rights Act of 1866. Ellen’s lawsuit was later cited as precedent in the Rosa Parks
case.

Ellen Garrison would be the first alumni of the Concord Public Schools and the first
person of color to have a public building named after them in nearly 400 years in
Concord.
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Ellen Garrison is an American Patriot who fought for the expansion of freedom and
democracy. She represents the best of Concord and the she will be an inspiration for
students now and in all the years to come.
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Legal Analysis

1. Concord School Committee’s General Authority Over Schodl Buildings and Naming
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Committee
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Murphy Murph
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Outreach, meetings with CPS Staff, SC and SB
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Public advocacy at SC meetings to begin APP #43, TM Warrant
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NOV to DEC SC changes naming policy in place since 2015 to regain
its authority
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MON April 29 The Town gets to ask the School Committee
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This is the paper
"passport” that was
issued to Ellen Garrison
in 1854, by
Massachusetts Judge
Ebenezer Hoar of
Concord, a passport “to
travel to Virginia and
other states of the
United States.”

(Massachusetts Historical Archive)
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AUTHORIZE NEW MIDDLE SCHOOL NAMING — NAME THE NEW CONCORD MIDDLE
SCHOOL ELLEN GARRISON MIDDLE SCHOOL  ARTICLE 22.

Mr. Palumbo and Ms. Foncerrada move that the Town ask the
School Committee to name the publicly financed and owned
property currently being built at 923 Old Marlboro Road in
Concord, MA.
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