
Article 27: Town Meeting Voting Reform

Mr. Gonatas moves that: Beginning in 2025 and thereafter, all 
warrant articles for Town Meeting shall be presented to all 
registered voters in a Town special election to be held within 
three weeks of Town Meeting, and that the special election 
shall bind the town, any vote to the contrary in Town Meeting 
notwithstanding.
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This reform would enable voting in a special election, similar 
to process that’s been available in New Hampshire for nearly 
30 years
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Legal Authority

Massachusetts Laws Chapter 39, §9A
“A town may provide by charter or by-law that the election of town 
officials and other matters to be determined by ballot shall take place 
in February, March, April, May or June before or after the annual 
meeting… ”

No discernable prohibition anywhere in State laws on what the “other 
matters” may be
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Is Town Meeting a “Legislature?”
US Congress State Legislatures Town Meeting

Absenteeism Rate 2%1 5-15%2 95%3

Quorum 51% 51% (Massachusetts) 0%
Partisanship Yes Yes No
Committee Membership Yes Yes No
Compensation $174K $91.5K (in 

Massachusetts)
0
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1Low absenteeism aided by proxy voting in House of Representatives, turnout averaged over ALL measured not the 
highest turnout measure
https://riponsociety.org/article/the-absentee-congress/

2Wide range of absenteeism by state: “Why do Legislators Skip Votes? Position Taking vs Policy Influence” Adam 
Brown & Jay Goodliffe, Political Behavior (2017) 39: 425-455

3Depending on data used, tabulated votes of a few hundred on contested measures (eg leaf blower article) vs 13,764 
registered voters indicates 97.5% absenteeism rate
 

https://riponsociety.org/article/the-absentee-congress/


Alternatives to live debate and deliberation
• Discussion in Concord Bridge
• Technology such as “Blackboard” enables thread creation & asynchronous discussions 

– used widely in Universities
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Article 22: Town Meeting Voting Reform

Mr. Gonatas moves that: Beginning in 2025 and thereafter, all 
warrant articles for Town Meeting shall be presented to all 
registered voters in a Town special election to be held within 
three weeks of Town Meeting, and that the special election 
shall bind the town, any vote to the contrary in Town Meeting 
notwithstanding.
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