“NAMING THE
UNNAMED”

Concord Reformalory
Prison Cemelery




Concord Prison Outreach

e CPO was founded in 1968 by Jean Bell and Diana “Di” Clymer

® CPOis a network of individuals, faith communities and funders

e CPO works in partnership with the Massachusetts Department of Correction (DOC), serving
incarcerated people in seven prisons and one jail in Massachusetts (Billerica House of Corrections)

® CPO offers transformative programs that focus on families and children, socio-emotional and
personal growth, and reentry support

® CPO offers educational workshops, sessions and events external to prisons

e CPO recruits, trains, and supports volunteers to implement programs



NAMING THE UNNAMED

Memorializing the 218 men who were buried in the Concord Reformatory
Prison Cemetery with no one to claim their remains

Project Components:

1. Cemetery Improvements: Tree Clearing, Cross Restoration, Site map
2. Biographies and demographics of men

3. Art Panels created by students at Mass College of Art for each man

4. On-Line Gallery in Concord Library Special Collections

5. CPO Minisite: Interactive site map and website

6. Contemplative seating area with bench and interpretive panel

7. Community curating with public awareness, education and outreach



Cemetery Overview

¢ 218 men, from 1878 to 1996
e By 1920, the Concord cemetery had 170 graves (80% full)

e The last 20% were buried over the remaining 76 years
e ONLY 4 men were buried between 1948 and 1981
e The last 7 men were buried in the 1980’s and 1990’s

e By Current DOC staff — not so long ago!

We are still uncovering the lives of these men

Concord Reformatory Prison Cemetery






Cemetery location

CPO, Concord Reformatory Prison Cemetery



Markers

Concord Reformatory Prison Cemetery



Restoring the Cross

Work contributed by SelectDemo (www.selectdemo.com)

CPO, Concord Reformatory Prison Cemetery



Freeing the View of the Cross

Work contributed by New
England Tree Masters
Concord Reformatory Prison Cemetery



Work contributed by
GeoTech

Ground Penetrating Radar

CPO, Concord Reformatory Prison Cemetery
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-LPlot 40 (MSP): Edward Peabody

Edward Peabody was born in 1854 to Joseph and Matilda Peabody
in Vermont. By 1870, he worked as a farm laborer in Woodstock,
Connecticut. Upon moving to Massachusetts, Mr. Peabody worked
as a hat maker until his incarceration in the Massachusetts State
Prison. He remained incarcerated for five years until his death at
29 on August 28, 1883, due to paralysis of the brain.

sy

Concord Reformatory Prison Cemetery
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Art Panels
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Concord Library Special Collections



CPO Website



Seating area

CPO, Concord Reformatory Prison Cemetery
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Interpretive Panel

CPO, Concord Reformatory Prison Cemetery
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Where did the men die?
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Charlestown Prison 1805-1955

Rutland Prison Camp 1903

The men were
incarcerated at
different prisons:

« 72% from the
Charlestown
Prison

¢ 17% from
Concord

« 11% from Rutland
« Handful from

Norfolk. ...
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Burial Services

« Entrusted by the state to
handle burial arrangements
for unclaimed inmates

« Body from from ME Office,
to Dee’s, to Cemetery

e First Concord, now Gardner

« Giving honor, respect and
rest to a deserving soul,
believing everyone is equal
in death.

CPO, Concord Reformatory Prison Cemetery 18



Who is buried here?

« 10 were veterans, recognized with flags at the remembrance days

« Many were immigrants (35%), one—third of those from Ireland
and the UK

e Many more from immigrant families

« Most, 76%, were noted as White, with 18% as Black or other BIPOC
indication

« The men were incarcerated for all manner of crimes, from taking
someone’s life (22%) to homosexuality and drunkenness

CPO, Concord Reformatory Prison Cemetery 19



When and how did they die?

e Ages 17 to 76, and 45% dying before the age of 30

« Tuberculosis was a major factor in the deaths, with 35%
over the turn of the century.

e The Rutland Prison Camp Hospital was dedicated to TB care.

« Other causes were heart and other diseases (25%), suicide and
executions (14%)

CPO, Concord Reformatory Prison Cemetery 20



Naming Dedication
10.6.2024

CPO Concord Reformatory Prison Cemetery
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Simeon Peck
#H14

e He fought in the Civil War serving in
the 21st Regiment of Massachusetts

e Surviving the bloody battle of
Antietam with others of his regimen

e Returning to Massachusetts to die
here fifteen years later

e One of the veterans

CPO, Concord Reformatory Prison Cemetery 22
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