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“NAMING THE 
UNNAMED”
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Concord Prison Outreach

● CPO was founded in 1968 by Jean Bell and Diana “Di” Clymer

● CPO is a network of individuals, faith communities and funders

● CPO works in partnership with the Massachusetts Department of Correction (DOC), serving 

incarcerated people in seven prisons and one jail in Massachusetts (Billerica House of Corrections)  

● CPO offers transformative programs that focus on families and children, socio-emotional and 

personal growth, and reentry support

● CPO offers educational workshops, sessions and events external to prisons

● CPO recruits, trains, and supports volunteers to implement programs



NAMING THE UNNAMED 
Memorializing the 218 men who were buried in the Concord Reformatory 
Prison Cemetery with no one to claim their remains

Project Components:
1. Cemetery Improvements:  Tree Clearing, Cross Restoration, Site map 
2. Biographies and demographics of men
3. Art Panels created by students at Mass College of Art for each man
4. On-Line Gallery in Concord Library Special Collections
5. CPO Minisite:  Interactive site map and website
6. Contemplative seating area with bench and interpretive panel
7. Community curating with public awareness, education and outreach
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Cemetery Overview

• 218 men, from 1878 to 1996

• By 1920, the Concord cemetery had 170 graves (80% full)

• The last 20% were buried over the remaining 76 years
• ONLY 4 men were buried between 1948 and 1981
• The last 7 men were buried in the 1980’s and 1990’s

• By Current DOC staff – not so long ago!

We are still uncovering the lives of these men
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Cemetery location
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Markers
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Restoring the Cross

CPO, Concord Reformatory Prison Cemetery 8

Work contributed by SelectDemo (www.selectdemo.com)



Freeing the View of the Cross
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Before (from Rt2)

After

Concord Reformatory Prison Cemetery

Work contributed by New 
England Tree Masters



Ground Penetrating Radar
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Work contributed by 
GeoTech



Bruce 
Freeman Rail 
Trail
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Biographies

Concord Reformatory Prison Cemetery

Plot 40 (MSP): Edward Peabody
Edward Peabody was born in 1854 to Joseph and Matilda Peabody 
in Vermont. By 1870, he worked as a farm laborer in Woodstock, 
Connecticut. Upon moving to Massachusetts, Mr. Peabody worked 
as a hat maker until his incarceration in the Massachusetts State 
Prison. He remained incarcerated for five years until his death at 
29 on August 28, 1883, due to paralysis of the brain.



Bruce 
Freeman Rail 
Trail
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Art Panels

spe n c e r  
pe t t is

Passed away on 
April 23, 1880 

at the age of  
forty–nine

spe n c e r  
pe t t i s

Passed away on 
April 23, 1880 

at the age of  
forty–nine

John Reardon
1855 – Nineteenth of April, Eighteen Seventy Nine

JohnDevine
1855 – 13 June 1879

Veteran

BERNARD MCGRATH

1857 – October 12, 1879

Charles M . Ramsdell

Passed away on  
December 3, 1879 

Charles M . Ramsdell
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Died 1880
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in Brit any, France.

Henry Marlow

Designed by M averick O’Meara

Henry Moore

Died 1880

The name Moore was commonly 
bestowed “big” or “large” men, 

from the Gaelic mor or the Welsh 
mowr, both meaning “great.”

Henry M oore

Designed by Maverick O’Meara

Henry Moore

Died 1880

The name Moore was commonly 
bestowed “big” or “large” men, 

from the Gaelic mor or the Welsh 
mowr, both meaning “great.”

Henry Moore

Grave Marker | 28 

Age at Death | 26 years

Death Date | September 19, 1880 

Cause of Death | Consumption

https:/ /www.find agr ave. com/ me mo r ial /99263768/ j ame s-lahey

Illustrated by Vanessa A. Kraps.

JAMES LAHEY

Grave Marker  | 28 

Age at Death | 26 years

Death Date | September 19, 1880 

Cause of Death  | Consumption

https:/ /www.find agr ave. com/ me mo r ial /99263768/ j ame s-lahey

Illustrated by Vanessa A. Kraps.

JAMES LAHEY

Grave Marker | 36 

Death Date | June 2, 1882

Illustrated by Vanessa A. Kraps.

SEFRED BARRE

Grave Marker  | 36 

Death Date | June 2, 1882

Illustrated by Vanessa A. Kraps.

SEFRED BARRE

Veteran

Grave Marker | 39

Death Date | December 21, 1881

https:/ /www.find agr ave. com/ me mo r ial /99264575/ geor ge-howard

Illustrated by Vanessa A. Kraps.

GEORGE HOWARD

Grave Marker | 39

Death Date | December 21, 1881

https:/ /www.find agr ave. com/ me mo r ial /99264575/ geor ge-howard

Illustrated by Vanessa A. Kraps.

GEORGE HOWARD

Born 1864 
Died 6. 22. 1884

john car t er

20 Years 
of Life

{             }
Grave Marker | 45 

Age at Death  | 47 - 48

Birth Date  | 1837 

Place of Birth  | Ireland

Death Date  | February 9, 1885

Cause of Death | Consumption or Pul. Phthisis

Occupation  | Hatter

Marriage Status | Widower at time of death

Illustrated by Vanessa A. Kraps.

MICHAEL KIGGIE

Grave Marker | 45 

Age at Death | 47 - 48

Birth Date | 1837 

Place of Birth | Ireland

Death Date | February 9, 1885

Cause of Death | Consumption or Pul. Phthisis

Occupation | Hatter

Marriage Status | Widower at time of death

Illustrated by Vanessa A. Kraps.

MICHAEL KIGGIE

jo h n  
s p e a r

Passed away on  
May 30, 1885

jo h n  
s p e a r

Passed away on  
May 30, 1885

Albert L . Parke
Lived from  

1853 – July 20, 1885  

32 years old

Grave Marker | 48

Age at Death | 38

Birth Date | 1847

Place of Birth | Maryland 

Death Date | August 19, 1885

Cause of Death | “ Phthisis Pul”

Durat ion of Illness | 1 Year

Marriage Status | Married 

Listed Race | “ Colored”

 

https:/ /www.find agr ave. com/ me mo r ial /99266062/ har ry- smi th

Illustrated by Vanessa A. Kraps.

HARRY SMITH

Grave Marker  | 48

Age at Death  | 38

Birth Date | 1847

Place of Birth  | Maryland 

Death Date | August 19, 1885

Cause of Death  | “Phthisis Pul”

Duration of Illness  | 1 Year

Marriage Status  | Married 

Listed Race | “Colored”

 

https://www.find agr ave. com/ me mo r ial /99266062/ har ry-smi th

Illustrated by Vanessa A. Kraps.

HARRY SMITH

Grave Marker  | 49 

Age at Death | 40

Birth Date | 1845

Place of Birth | Pennsylvania

Death Date | August 29, 1885 

Cause of Death | Pulm. Hemorrhages 

Marriage Status | Married

Listed Race | “ Colored”

https:/ /www.find agr ave. com/ me mo r ial /99664804/ geor ge-bowser

Illustrated by Vanessa A. Kraps.

GEORGE BOWSER

Grave Marker   | 49 

Age at Death  | 40

Birth Date  | 1845

Place of Birth | Pennsylvania

Death Date  | August 29, 1885 

Cause of Death  | Pulm. Hemorrhages 

Marriage Status | Married

Listed Race | “ Colored”

https:/ /www.find agr ave. com/ me mo r ial /99664804/ geor ge-bowser

Illustrated by Vanessa A. Kraps.

GEORGE BOWSER

Grave Marker | 52

Age at Death  | 50

Birth Date  | 1836

Place of Birth  | Germany

Death Date  | September 17, 1886 

Marriage Status  | Single

Cause of Death  | Pul. Phthisis 

Duration of illness  | 2 years

Illustrated by Vanessa A. Kraps.

GOTTFRIED ZEIGLER

Grave Marker | 52

Age at Death | 50

Birth Date | 1836

Place of Birth | Germany

Death Date | September 17, 1886 

Marriage Status | Single

Cause of Death | Pul. Phthisis 

Durat ion of illness | 2 years

Illustrated by Vanessa A. Kraps.

GOTTFRIED ZEIGLER

Grave Marker  | 53

Age at Death | 30

Birth Date | 1856 

Death Date | December 8, 1886

Cause of Death | Phthisis Pul. 

Duration of Illness | 6 months

Marriage Status | Single

Parent’s Names | Unknown

Parent’s Place of Birth  | New York

https://www.find agr ave. com/ me mo r ial /99274597/ char les-wa r r en

Illustrated by Vanessa A. Kraps.

CHARLES WARREN

Grave Marker | 53

Age at Death | 30

Birth Date | 1856 

Death Date | December 8, 1886

Cause of Death | Phthisis Pul. 

Durat ion of Illness | 6 months

Marriage Status | Single

Parent’s Names | Unknown

Parent’s Place of Birth | New York

https:/ /www.find agr ave. com/ me mo r ial /99274597/ char les-wa r r en

Illustrated by Vanessa A. Kraps.

CHARLES WARREN

Grave Marker  | 54

Birth Date | 1850

Birth Place | Pennsylvania   

Age at Death | 37

Death Date | April 10, 1887

Cause of Death | Valv. dis. of heart with hypertrophy

Illustrated by Vanessa A. Kraps.

BENJAMIN M. DAVIS

Grave Marker  | 54

Birth Date | 1850

Birth Place | Pennsylvania   

Age at Death | 37

Death Date | April 10, 1887

Cause of Death | Valv. dis. of heart with hypertr ophy

Illustrated by Vanessa A. Kraps.

BENJAMIN M. DAVIS
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j o h n  ba r r e t t
1846 – 7. 17. 1884

A ge 30 Born in 
e n g l a n d

j o h n  ba r r e t t
1846 – 7. 17. 1884

A ge 30 Born in 
e n g l a n d
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1853 – February 1, 1888 Born in New York

49  
Years Old

c h a r l e s  pa r s o n 
1853 – February 1, 1888 Born in New York

49  
Years Old

Veteran

39

1838

1849 – October 1878 

Patrick Dumphy

   DavidBrown
Date of Birth 1819

Date of Death 
June 13, 1881

A

Charles Williams
                           1843 - 18 June 1879

GEORGE 
ODIE
DATE OF BIRTH
18 3 4
PASSED AWAY
NovEMBER 16 , 18 7 9

1844

John Riley
unknown – October 16, 1880

Ch ar les  
COLFORD
DATE OF BIRTH 
18 5 7
PASSED AWAY
OCTOBER 2 2 , 18 8 0

James Jones
1858 - november 2, 1880

ALFRED BARRO

1854

DOB 1859

Grave Marker  | 51 

Age at Death | 43

Birth Date  | 1843

Place of Birth  | Pennsylvania

Death Date  | March 26, 1886

Cause of Death | “ bro”  Tobacco Poisoning or Chr onic Tobacco poisoning 
and acute Bright’s Disease

Duration of Illness | 7 Years

Prison Sentence | Life

Years in Prison befor e Death | 19 Years & 8 Months

Listed Race  | “ Colored”

Artist Statement  | William W ilson was an African American man 
born approximately 20 years befor e the Emancipation Proclamation, 
imprisoned approximately one to two years after the pr oclamation, and 

or birds, I wanted to make sure to address the reality of this man’s life. The 
style of his name is intended to immitate the hash marks cr eated to count 
days passing and his shadow extends past the box of his imprisionment to  

represent freedom in death.

  

Illustrated by Vanessa A. Kraps.

WILLIAM WILSON

Grave Marker  | 51 

Age at Death | 43

Birth Date | 1843

Place of Birth  | Pennsylvania

Death Date | March 26, 1886

Cause of Death | “ bro”  Tobacco Poisoning or Chr onic Tobacco poisoning 
and acute Bright’s Disease

Duration of Illness | 7 Years

Prison Sentence | Life

Years in Prison befor e Death | 19 Years & 8 Months

Listed Race | “ Colored”

Artist Statement  | William Wilson was an African American man 
born approximately 20 years befor e the Emancipation Pr oclamation, 
imprisoned approximately one to two years after the pr oclamation, and 

or birds, I wanted to make sure to address the reality of this man’s life. The 
style of his name is intended to immitate the hash marks cr eated to count 
days passing and his shadow extends past the box of his imprisionment to  

represent freedom in death.

  

Illustrated by Vanessa A. Kraps.

WILLIAM WILSON

1849 -  31, July 1878

CPO, Concord Reformatory Prison Cemetery
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Concord Library Special Collections
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CPO Website



Bruce 
Freeman Rail 
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Seating area

CPO, Concord Reformatory Prison Cemetery



Bruce 
Freeman Rail 
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Interpretive Panel

CPO, Concord Reformatory Prison Cemetery



Where did the men die?

CPO, Concord Reformatory Prison Cemetery 17

The men were 
incarcerated at 
different prisons:
• 72% from the  

Charlestown 
Prison

• 17% from 
Concord

• 11% from Rutland 
• Handful from 

NorfolkRutland Prison Camp 1903

Charlestown Prison 1805-1955

MCI-Concord 1955-2024

Concord Reformatory 1878-1955 



Burial Services 

CPO, Concord Reformatory Prison Cemetery 18

• Entrusted by the state to 
handle burial arrangements 
for unclaimed inmates 

• Body from from ME Office, 
to Dee’s, to Cemetery

• First Concord, now Gardner
• Giving honor, respect and 

rest to a deserving soul, 
believing everyone is equal 
in death. 



Who is buried here?

• 10 were veterans, recognized with flags at the remembrance days
• Many were immigrants (35%), one—third of those from Ireland 

and the UK
• Many more from immigrant families

• Most, 76%, were noted as White, with 18% as Black or other BIPOC 
indication

• The men were incarcerated for all manner of crimes, from taking 
someone’s life (22%) to homosexuality and drunkenness

CPO, Concord Reformatory Prison Cemetery 19



When and how did they die?

• Ages 17 to 76, and 45% dying before the age of 30

• Tuberculosis was a major factor in the deaths, with 35% 
over the turn of the century. 

• The Rutland Prison Camp Hospital was dedicated to TB care.  
• Other causes were heart and other diseases (25%), suicide and 

executions (14%) 

CPO, Concord Reformatory Prison Cemetery 20



Bruce 
Freeman Rail 
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Naming Dedication 
10.6.2024

CPO Concord Reformatory Prison Cemetery



Simeon Peck
#14

CPO, Concord Reformatory Prison Cemetery 22

● He fought in the Civil War serving in 
the 21st Regiment of Massachusetts

● Surviving the bloody battle of 
Antietam with others of his regimen

● Returning to Massachusetts to die 
here fifteen years later

● One of the veterans
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